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MAYOR’S 
CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGE 

CHRISTMAS is a time of 
year when we can all be 
grateful for the good things 
that we are able to enjoy.  

At the heart of the Christ-
mas story is a really impor-
tant truth: when things are 
hard and difficult, goodness 
will always come through in 
the end.  

The original Christmas 
story is one of great joy 
and celebration, but also of 
a tiny baby who was born 
in extremely difficult and 
fragile circumstances. We 
celebrate that birth at Christ-
mas because, whether we 
proclaim a Christian faith or 
not, we have learned over the 
centuries that good always 
comes through in the end – 
that is our hope. 

It’s easy to say, I know, but 
it is the lived experience of 
so many down through the 
generations. It may not hap-
pen overnight, but it usually 
happens over time! 

This is a time of year, 
also, to stop and give thanks 
for the good things that we 
receive and those in our lives 
who somehow make life 
easier. I would like to give 
thanks to my Deputy and 
all the town councillors and, 
of course, all of the council 
officers who are employed in 

the civic centre and around 
the town positively contrib-
uting to the lives we live in 
this lovely town. 

On a personal level I give 
thanks for the love and kind-
ness of my extended family 
and for good and faithful 
friends who also enrich my 
life. This year, another beau-
tiful grandson was added to 
our number and to the town 
of Warminster. A rich bless-
ing indeed! 

Mostly, though, as we 
approach Christmas, I would 
like to thank you, the won-

LOCAL community heroes 
have been celebrated at 
the town’s annual Civic 
Awards. 

The awards, organised by 
Warminster Town Council, 
recognise local people who 
demonstrate community 
spirit and have ‘gone the 
extra mile’. 

Andy Clark was the win-
ner of the Civic Award for 
his tireless work and passion 
with Warminster’s branch 
of the Royal British Legion. 
Jennie Gilling was awarded 
the Civic Green Award for her 
commitment and work with 
the Community Orchard. 
Phoebe Leigh Grant received 
the Junior Civic Award for 
her dedication and support as 
a young carer. The Mayor’s 
special award for kindness to 
the community went to Dave 
Crump, the town’s Number 
50 bus driver. 

The awards are nominated 
by the public and voted for by 
Warminster town councillors. 

Andy Clark has helped 
the RBL branch become 
more active and inclusive, 
supports veterans and the 
local community through 

welfare visits and outreach, 
and educates young people 
via schools, cadet forces and 
community radio.  

He said, “I am deeply 
honoured to be nominated, 
and more overwhelmed to 
actually be given the award. 

“A person cannot get an 
award by themselves; it 
takes a lot of support from 
other people. That’s why I 
wanted to thank my family 
first of all, and also all of 

the organisations who I’ve 
worked with over the years, 
because I don’t just class it 
for this year.” 

Jennie Gilling was awarded 
for her leadership of volun-
teers caring for Warminster 
Community Orchard. She 
also contributes to Sustain-
able Warminster, supporting 
local conservation, sustaina-
ble living and the protection 
of the town’s landscapes. 

Jennie said, “I inherited the 

task of taking on the orchard, 
which has been a focus for the 
last year, from my husband 
who passed away. I took it 
on, and it’s been a very good 
thing for me to do, actually. 

“There are a lot of ideas 
to carry it forward, and we 
have two events coming up, 
which are always popular. 
The wassail is the next one 
in January.” 

Phoebe Leigh Grant was 
recognised for her dedication 

and support as a young carer. 
Phoebe is 14 years old and 
provides support every day 
to help her mum live inde-
pendently. 

Phoebe said she was 
“overwhelmed” to receive 
the award. Her mum said she 
was “very proud of her.” 

Dave Crump, who drives 
the Number 50 bus within 
the town, was recognised 
for his friendliness and pos-
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INSIDE THIS EDITIONINSIDE THIS EDITION NEW SHOPS BOOST HIGH 
STREET REGENERATION 

WARMINSTER has wel-
comed a surge of new shops 
to the high street, giving the 
town centre a boost. 

Several independent shops 
have opened recently, and 
more are due to open in the 
coming weeks. 

The new openings include 
a mix of gift and homeware 
stores, country clothing and 
music retailers. Some of the 
businesses have grown out 
of local market stalls, while 
others are long-standing 
community ventures. Several 
also plan to offer creative or 
workshop spaces, providing 
opportunities for local artists 
and makers. 

Three properties at 20–24 
Market Place have been 
acquired by property com-
pany HPH, which aims to 
tackle long-term vacancy and 
support the regeneration of 
the town’s historic high street. 

“The town centre is becom-
ing more lively, amenities are 
improving and we are keen to 

play our part in its regenera-
tion,” said Katie Holdoway, 
Executive Director of HPH. 

Gift and homeware store 
Pixie & Pickle opened at 20 
Market Place on the day of 
the Christmas market and 
lights switch-on, following 
the completion of the first 
phase of repair works.  

Founded by childhood 
friends Chloë and Rach, Pixie 
& Pickle offers a curated col-
lection of gifts, art, homeware 
and treasures from local art-
ists and independent makers. 

“We’ve created the sort of 
shop we would love to shop 
in ourselves,” said Chloë 
and Rach. “Our aim is to 
stock shelves full of things 
that will make you smile, 
spark inspiration or simply 
brighten your day. And just 
as importantly, we want Pixie 
& Pickle to shine a spotlight 
on the incredible makers in 
our community.” 

In addition to the gift 
shop, Chloë’s ‘Pixie’s Nails 

& Beauty’ business will be 
moving to the second floor. 
From early next year, Pixie 
& Pickle will open its own 

creative workshop space, 
giving local artists and mak-
ers a place to teach, share 
their craft and bring hands-on 

activities to the community. 
Country clothing shop The 

Country Whistle also opened 

Civic Awards celebrate 
outstanding local people 
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L-r: Phoebe Leigh Grant, Dave Crump, Jennie Gilling, Mayor Andrew Cooper and Andy Clark

Chloë and Rach from Pixie and Pickle and Katie from The Country Whistle

See you 

again in

2026
and a special thank you to all the advertisers who have supported us over the past year and made this newspaper possible. 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
TO ALL OUR READERS   
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A local company with a regional reach
Three decades of promoting west country businesses.

Bath

Chippenham

Warminster

Trowbridge Devizes

Salisbury

Radstock

Swindon

Our three newspapers are  
circulated within the growing 
West Wiltshire and Mendip area. 
We are close to the busy urban 
centres of  Bath and Swindon.

Our region

Our newspapers are more widely 
circulated than their local rivals. 
This means that your advert will 
be seen by more people.

Unrivalled coverage

Data from 2011 census.
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Increase the exposure of your business.
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Distributed free 
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Full colour 
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No additional cost 
Available online 
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Why advertise with us?

Unparalleled distribution. 

Our three newspapers are distributed free to 
  over 37,000 homes every fortnight. 

We are local.  
Each of our newspapers provides extensive, original coverage 
of numerous aspects of local life and has a reputation for  
  reliable news from well-informed local journalists. 

Printed in full colour.  
Make your statement in striking full colour. Each edition is 
  printed by the award-winning Mortons of Horncastle Ltd. 

It is a trusted platform for advertising.  
We have well over 200 businesses which use us regularly and 
  many have been advertising with us successfully for many years. 

We can make an advert for you.  
Provide the details of your advertisement and we will produce 
  high quality artwork, free of charge. 

Our interactive digital edition.  
Your advert will appear in the digital version of the newspaper, 
at no extra cost. This is easy to view on computers and iPad.

We keep a check on  
where all our enquiries 
come from and  
your papers are  
by far the best.

Ransome Sunblinds

Apart from word 
of  mouth, virtually  
all of  my new customers 
come from yourselves.

Steve Green

The response has been  
extremely beneficial to  
our business and we will 
certainly continue to 
use them in the future.
Garstons  
Veterinary Surgery

Many regional and 
national brands  
have advertised in  
our newspapers:
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Our sizes
Some of our most popular sizes

HALFFULL QUARTER EIGHTH DOUBLE 
BUSINESS 

CARD

BUSINESS 
CARD

265mm x 390mm 
£495 + VAT

265mm x 190mm 131mm x 190mm 
£165 + VAT 

Two newspapers 
One newspaper full price 

Second newspaper half  price 

Three newspapers 
One newspaper full price 

Second newspaper half  price 
Third newspaper half  price 

131mm x 100mm 
£116 + VAT 

64mm x 120mm 
£69.60 + VAT 

64mm x 60mm 
£34.80 + VAT 

Generous discounts 
are available for  
regular advertisers 

50% discount
For ten fortnightly issues

Just one of  the many  
benefits of  repeat advertising 
with Wiltshire Publications

Discounts for  
advertising in more  
than one newspaper

Each newspaper offers  
thousands of  opportunities 
for your advert to be seen.

265mm x 390mm
£530 + VAT

265mm x 190mm
£304 + VAT

131mm x 190mm
£176 + VAT

131mm x 100mm
£124 + VAT

64mm x 120mm
£74.40 + VAT

64mm x 60mm
£37.20 + VAT
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Leaflets
Place your leaflets in our publications

Rules of leaflet insertion

We can include your leaflet as an insert within our newspapers. 
This is a convenient, cost-effective way to promote your company
which also helps to maintain trusted, local journalism in our towns.
Call us today to discuss your requirements.

A minimum of  3000 leaflets must be distributed.

Leaflets must be in bundles of  100.

Bundles must be securely banded.

No offensive or inflammatory material.

+ VAT

FROM

£34
per 

1000
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A digital home for your brand.
Advertise on our websites

970 x 250px Homepage Hero Banner
• Prime position between    
   headline stories
•  Very high visibility
Price: £250–£350 per month

728 x 90px Top Banner (All Pages)
•  Appears on homepage + news pages
•  Strong frequency
Price: £150–£200 per month

300 x 
600px
Double Height 
• Strong attention,  
  ideal for branding
• Great for estate agents, 
   trades, gyms

Price: £180–£250  
                per month

345 x 
345px
Square Display  
(All Pages)

Price: £100–£150 per month

970x250px £250–£350 per month

728 x 90px £150–£200 per month

345x345px

£100–£150 
per month

HOME PAGE NEWS PAGES

345x345px

£100–£150 
per month

345x600px

£180–£250 
per month

728 x 90px £150–£200 per month

728x90px £120–£170 per month

advertising@wiltshirepublications.co.uk
01225 704761 | 01373 452109

www.melkshamnews.com
106,000 impressions

www.whitehorsenews.co.uk
45,000 impressions

www.frometimes.co.uk
25,000 impressions

www.warminsterjournal.co.uk
23,000 impressions

Impressions from a 28-day period in August 2025. 

Four websites for your advertising




